The causes which so long retarded all the branches of science, and more especially those connected with medicine, continued to operate in physiology long after they had ceased to act on the rest.
Sweeping conclusions were drawn from a few experiments, frequently ill-devised and ill-performed,?fancy supplied what was wanting in facts, and ingenuity stood in the place of rigid induction. A nervous fluid, vibrations, and electricity, have, each in its turn, been employed to support the doctrines of various writers on the physiology of the nerves; and no exposition of the functions of this system has yet appeared, which has not been based on one or other of these hypotheses, or on some modification or combination of them. All seem to have forgotten that years of patient toil and investigation must accumulate many indisputable and well-asserted facts, before man can take it upon him to explain the hidden functions of the brain and nerves, if, indeed, human industry and ingenuity be destined ever to achieve such a triumph. 
